
PROPOSITION

59 PUBLIC RECORDS, OPEN MEETINGS.
LEGISLATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Public Records, Open Meetings.
Legislative Constitutional Amendment.

Measure amends Constitution to:
• Provide right of public access to meetings of government bodies and writings of 

government officials.
• Provide that statutes and rules furthering public access shall be broadly construed, or

narrowly construed if limiting access. 
• Require future statutes and rules limiting access to contain findings justifying necessity

of those limitations. 
• Preserve constitutional rights including rights of privacy, due process, equal protection;

expressly preserves existing constitutional and statutory limitations restricting access 
to certain meetings and records of government bodies and officials, including law
enforcement and prosecution records. 

Exempts Legislature’s records and meetings.

Summary of Legislative Analyst’s Estimate of Net State and Local Government 
Fiscal Impact:

• Potential minor annual state and local government costs to make additional 
information available to the public.

Final Votes Cast by the Legislature on SCA 1 (Proposition 59)
Assembly: Ayes 78 Noes 0
Senate: Ayes 34 Noes 0

BACKGROUND

The State Constitution generally does not
address the public’s access to government informa-
tion. California, however, has a number of state
statutes that provide for the public’s access to gov-
ernment information, including documents and
meetings.

Access to Government Documents. There are two
basic laws that provide for the public’s access to
government documents:
• The California Public Records Act establishes the

right of every person to inspect and obtain
copies of state and local government documents.
The act requires state and local agencies to
establish written guidelines for public access 
to documents and to post these guidelines at
their offices. 

• The Legislative Open Records Act provides that the
public may inspect legislative records. The act
also requires legislative committees to maintain
documents related to the history of legislation.
Access to Government Meetings. There are several

laws that provide for the public’s access to govern-
ment meetings:
• The Ralph M. Brown Act governs meetings of 

legislative bodies of local agencies. The act
requires local legislative bodies to provide public
notice of agenda items and to hold meetings in
an open forum.

• The Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act requires that
meetings of state bodies be conducted openly
and that documents related to a subject of 
discussion at a public meeting be made available
for inspection.
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